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MULBERRY HEIGHTS SCHOOL 
Coffee. County 


In 1927, the Mulberry Baptist Association 
deeded five acres of land to the state of 
Alabama for a Rosenwald School for African- 
American schoolchildren. The five-teacher type 
school stood here until the 1960s. The state 
built the current buildings during the height 
of segregation and the construction of 
Equalization Schools, which provided “separate 
but equal’ schools for African-American 
children. In 1963, the school was renamed 
Mulberry Heights School. In 1966 a new 
gymnasium was built, two years before the 
school would have its final graduating class in 
1968. In 1968-69, students in grades 10, ll, 
and 12 were bused to Elba City Schools. The 
state closed the school in 1970 due to 
integration. William F. Patton, dr. served as 
the last principal. 
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Presentation with Frye Gaillard and Marti Rosner, co-authors of Ezra Wants to Know: The True 
Story of the Rosenwald Schools 


Date: Sunday, August 7 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Brundidge Public Library (Tupper Lightfoot Memorial Library) 


164 S. Main Street 

Brundidge, AL 36010 
Contact: Theresa Trawick 

Cell: 3340-464-5212 


tlmldirector@troycable.net 


Date: Monday, August 8 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Location: - Enterprise Public Library 
101 E. Grubbs Street 
Enterprise, AL 36330 

Contact: Shelia Harris 


Cell: 334-618-4290 
director@enterpriselibrary.org 


Date: Monday, August 8 (Note: Only Frye Gaillard) 
5:30 p.m. 
Elba Public Library 
406 Simmons Street 
Elba, AL 36010 
Contact: Jennifer Amlong 
Cell: 334-389-6311 
jamlong@elbaal.gov 


Frye Gaillard cell: 251-259-8392 
Marti Rosner cell: 678-642-9215 
Mark Wilson cell: 334-707-2761 


Rosner & Gaillard 


Marti S. Rosner has been an 
| educator for forty-three years. 
She has worked as a classroom 
B teacher, a District Academic 
E Coach serving Title I schools in 
Cobb County, GA, and recently, 
taught Writing Workshop to 
teachers and students in her 


granddaughter’s elementary school. Now she serves 
as a school reading tutor. Through the years, Marti 
has enjoyed teaching a variety of professional 
development classes, presenting at state conferences, 
serving as a Teacher Consultant for the National 
Writing Project, and training teachers across the 
country as a curriculum consultant for Sundance- 
Newbridge, an educational publishing company. Her 
dog and two grandchildren keep her hopping, as 
they love spending time outdoors. She keeps herself 
hopping by reading, writing, and traveling. When 
she sits still, she enjoys her home in Marietta, GA. 
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Rosner & Gaillard 


Frye Gaillard was born and 
raised in Mobile, Alabama, 
coming of age during the 
civil rights movement in 
the South. Those historic 
events compelled a lifelong 
reckoning with the issue of 


race and its effects on the life of our country. Along 
the way, Frye became fascinated by the heroes of that 
struggle, not only the icons like John Lewis, Rosa 
Parks, or Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., but by the 
thousands of lesser-known people who committed 
their lives to the cause of justice. In that context, he 
was honored to jdin Marti Rosner and KaArie Gillis 
in telling the story of Julius Rosenwald, a Jewish 
philanthropist in the early 20th century who worked 
with Booker T. Washington and grassroots leaders in 
more than 5,000 communities to change the face of 
African American education in the South. Gaillard's 
other books for young readers include Go South to 
Freedom and, with Marti, The Slave Who Went to 
Congress. He is also the author of A Hard Rain: 
America in the 1960s. 


55 


The Program was about a book written by Marti Rosner and Frye Gaillard and illustrated by 
Kaarie Gillis. The title of the book is Ezra Wants to know: the true story of the Rosenwald 
Schools. The book is written for children and adults alike. 


There were twenty-two people in attendance, including Mayor Tom Maddox, The Elba 
Public Library Board of Trustees, Mrs. Gladys Yelverton who spoke to the history of the 
Mulberry Heights School and Milt E. Belcher, retired Administrative Law Judge with the 
Office of the Attorney General for the State of Alabama. Belcher shared information about 
growing up in Elba and working as a Janitor in the Elba Theater where this program was 
held. 

This was a fun and informational program which was provided by a partnership with Auburn 
Universities - . 

Frye Gaillard was our speaker for the event. Mr. Gaillard not only shared about the book but 
he also shared much information on the history of the Rosenwald schools. 


Just a little info. 

Mulberry Heights, originally named Elba Colored School started as a Rosenwald School in 
the early 1900’s. There were many of these schools built in Alabama at that time. These 
buildings were built with money donated by Julius Rosenwald an American businessman 
and philanthropist, but matching funds had to be provided by local communities. The 
African American community in Elba came together to come up with those funds. This 
program was a reminder of the rich history here in our community. 


611 Grant Rd. 
Montgomery, AL 36105 
15 Aug 22 


Ms. Jennifer Amlong 
Director, Elba Public Library 
406 Simmons St. 

Elba, AL 36323 


RE: Rosenwald Schools Seminar 


Dear Ms. Amlong: 


Please accept my congratulations, and gratitude, for your efforts in presenting the very informative 
Rosenwald Schools Seminar in the Elba Theater on Monday/8 Aug 22/5:30P. Hopefully, the entire community 
will benefit from the seminar as much as I did. 


It was a privilege and an honor to attend such an event in my hometown, and more specifically, in that 
particular venue. As I stated to the audience at the seminar, some 60 years ago I was the janitor (scrubbing 
floors and toilets) in the very same room where the seminar was presented. (Please indulge me, and at your 
leisure, review the two attached dated items showing why that venue has special meaning to me.) 


¥ 


Thanks Again/Stay Safe/God Bless! 


Attachments/as Sincerely, 


NS 


Milt E. Belcher 


MILT E. BELCHER 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

Office of the Attorney General 3 ! 

State of Alabama Office: (334) 242-7433 
11 South Union Street Fax: (334) 353-9050 
Montgomery, AL 36130 mbelcher@ago.state.al.us 


611 Grant Rd. 
Montgomery, AL 36105 


The Elba Theater Project 
Attn: Mr. Justin Maddox 
P.O. Box 373 
Elba, AL 36323 
RE: The Elba Theater Project 
Dear Mr. Maddox: 


Thanks for your indulgence during our brief telecon last week on Friday, 14 Feb 20, subject as above. I 
enjoyed reminiscing about my early years there in Elba after reading about this subject in the Elba Clipper. 


As I mentioned during our telecon, the “old” Elba Theater holds special memories for me. It was located 
next door to the Rand McCollough grocery store, and it was owned/operated by Mr. Herbert Yonn. As a 
youngster in the early 1960’s, being a janitor in the “old” Elba Theater was my first “real” indoor job away 
from the cotton and corn fields around Elba. My late grandmother, Mrs. Nettie Ruth Lindsey, would require my 
accompanying her as she sang songs around the courthouse square while performing janitorial services for 
many local businesses. Those businesses included the Elba Exchange Bank (and the personal home of the 
bank’s president, Mr. John Brunson), the courthouse, doctors’ offices, churches, etc. 


The strong work-ethic my grandmother instilled in me back then enabled me to be the first African American 
to enroll in, and become a graduate of, the Elba High School in 1966, prior to being a graduate of Tuskegee 
University in 1970. This same work-ethic enabled me to later become the first African American Attorney IV 
(the highest level of state attorneys) in the Alabama Attorney General’s Office. (I served a number of my 32 
years there when our own Elbanian, Mr. Troy King, was Attorney General.) I am now a retired state judge; a 
retired major in the U.S. Army; and a former law school and college professor. I am presently on the Board of 
Directors for The University of Alabama Law School. My point in recounting these blessings is to simply say 
that the “old” Elba Theater was actually the “launching pad” for my later achievements in the larger world. 


My late mother, Mrs. Eria Mae Belcher, began writing a column (“Round and About”) in the Elba Clipper 
many years ago. My sister, Ms. Mavis Emestine “Sue” Kelley, continues writing this column today. This too 
provides another means of my staying connected to our great city, Elba, Alabama. 

For fear of further boring you with all of this personal information, I’ll conclude by attaching to this letter my 
promised donation to your very worthwhile “Elba Theater Project.” I will always be more than appreciative of 
the role Elba, in general, and the “old” Elba Theater, specifically, played in my early formative years. 


God Bless! 


Sincerel 
Attachment/as stated axe ———o 
Milt ©. 


Belcher 


WIKIPEDIA 
Julius Rosenwald 


Julius Rosenwald (August 12, 1862 — Jariuary 6, 1932) was an American businessman and philanthropist. He is best 
known as a part-owner and leader of Sears, Roebuck and Company, and for establishing the Rosenwald Fund, which 
donated millions in matching funds to promote vocational or technical education. In 1919 he was appointed to the 
Chicago Commission on Race Relations.!2] He was also the principal founder and backer for the Museum of Science and 
Industry in Chicago, to which he gave more than $5 million and served as president from 1927 to 1932. 


Julius Rosenwald 


Contents 


Early life 
Marriage and family 
Sears, Roebuck & Company 


Philanthropy 
African American education 


Schools, universities, and museums Born August 12, 1862 
YMCAs for African Americans - Springfield, Illinois, 
Samuel Reshevsky US. 

County Extension . Died January 6, 1932 
Death and legacy (aged 69) 
References - Highland Park, Illinois, 
Sources US. 

External links Resting Rosehill Cemetery 
place 
° Nationality American 
Early life Spouse(s) Augusta 
Hammerslough 


Julius Rosenwald was born in 1862 to the clothier Samuel Rosenwald and his wife 
Augusta (Hammerslough), a Jewish immigrant couple from Germany. He was born 
and raised just a few blocks from Abraham Lincoln's residence in Springfield, 


Children __5, including Lessing, 
Edith Rosenwald 


Illinois, during Lincoln's presidency. In 2020, the house, formerly known as Lyon Stern, and William 
House,!3] was renamed in his honor, and a plaque erected. [4] Rosenwald 

e Relati Edgar B. Stern Sr. 
By his sixteenth year, Rosenwald was apprenticed by his parents to his uncles in renee reat wa r 


New York City to learn the clothing trades. While in New York, he befriended Henry 
Goldman and Henry Morgenthau, Sr./5] With his younger brother Morris, Nina Rosenwald 


as Rosenwald started a clothing’ manufacturing company. They were ruined by a (granddaughter) 
this house in 1868, owning it until recession in 1885. Armand Deutsch 


18863) (grandson) 
Rosenwald had heard about other clothiers who had begun to manufacture clothing 
according to standardized sizes from data collected during the American Civil War. 

He decided to try the system but to move his manufacturing facility closer to the rural population that he anticipated a 
would be his market. He and his brother moved to Chicago, Illinois. Once in Chicago, the Rosenwald brothers enlisted 
more help from a cousin, Julius Weil; together they founded Rosenwald and Weil Clothiers. 


Signature 


Marriage and family 


In 1890, Rosenwald married Augusta "Gussie" Nusbaum, a daughter of a competing clothier. Together they had five children: Lessing J. Rosenwald, Adele 
(Rosenwald) Deutsch Levy, Edith (Rosenwald) Stern, Marion (Rosenwald) Ascoli and William Rosenwald. Their son Lessing Rosenwald became a 
prominent businessman, following his father in the chairmanship of Sears, Roebuck & Company (1932-1939). Edith married businessman Edgar B. Stern 
Sr. 


One of his grandchildren is Nina Rosenwald. Another was the Hollywood film producer Armand Deutsch, who believed that he was the intended target of 
the thrill killers Leopold and Loeb, who kidnapped and murdered his schoolmate Robert "Bobby" Franks on May 21, 1924.61 


Sears, Roebuck & Company 


In 1893, Richard Sears and Alvah C. Roebuck renamed their watch company Sears, Roebuck & Company and began to diversify. Rosenwald and Weil was a 
principal supplier of men's clothing for Sears, Roebuck. The volumes of unsold merchandise caused by the Panic of 1893 and his declining health led 
Roebuck to leave the company. 


Roebuck placed his interest in the company in the hands of Sears who, in turn, offered that half of the company be sold to Chicago businessman Aaron 
Nusbaum, who in turn brought in Rosenwald, to whom Sears owed money. In August 1895, Sears sold Roebuck's half of the company to Nusbaum and 
Rosenwald for $75,000. The new Sears, Roebuck and Company was re-incorporated in Illinois with a capital stock of $150,000 in August 1895. Sears and 
Rosenwald got along well, but Nusbaum, who was Gussie Rosenwald's brother, was a problem. Sears and Rosenwald bought him out for $1.3 million in 


1903.(7] 


Rosenwald brought to the company a rational management philosophy and diversified product lines: dry goods, consumer durables, drugs, hardware, 
furniture, and nearly anything else a farm household could desire. The company's initiative at this time was particularly fortuitous with the initiation of 
Rural Free Delivery by the Post Office in 1896. From 1895 to 1907, under Rosenwald's leadership as vice president and treasurer, annual sales of the 
company climbed from $750,000 to upwards of $50 million. The prosperity of the company and their vision for greater expansion led Sears and Rosenwald 
to take the company public in 1906, with $40, million in stock. Rosenwald turned to his old friend Henry Goldman, who was now a senior partner at 
Goldman Sachs, to handle the initial public offering of the stock. After Sears resigned the presidency in 1908 due to declining health, Rosenwald was named 
president. é 


On January 2, 1915, Rosenwald was indicted in Chicago for a failure to file a personal property tax schedule. One commenter described the indictment as "a 
shot heard around the world". Prior to the indictment the Tax Board of Review scheduled the value of Rosenwald's Sears' stock at $7,500,000. Rosenwald 
declared this to be greatly excessive and additionally claimed that the stock of the New York company did not represent tangible assets. The indictment was 
quashed mm March 1915 when Rosenwald's attorneys convinced the Court that the section of law which provided for prosecution of such cases had been 
repealed.!9. 


The company was laid low during the post-World War I recession as a severe depression hit the nation's farms after farmers had over-expanded their 
holdings. To bail out the company, Rosenwald pledged $21 million of his personal wealth. By 1922, Sears had regained financial stability. Two years later, in 
1924, Rosenwald resigned the presidency, but remained as chairman; his goal was to devote more time to philanthropy. First he oversaw the design and 
construction of the company's first department store within Sears, Roebuck's massive 16-hectare (40-acre) headquarters complex of offices, laboratories, 
and mail-order operations at Homan Ave. and Arthington St. on Chicago's West Side. The store opened on February 2, 1925.49) After leaving the 
presidency, Rosenwald was appointed chairman of the Board of Sears, a position he held until his death in 1932. 


Philanthropy 


After the 1906 financial reorganization of Sears, Rosenwald became friends with Goldman Sachs's other senior partner, 
Paul J. Sachs, who often stayed with Rosenwald during his many trips to Chicago and the two would discuss America's 
social situation, agreeing that the plight of African Americans was the most serious in the U.S. Sachs introduced Rosenwald 
to two prominent educators and proponents of African-American education, William H. Baldwin and Booker T. 
Washington. Rosenwald made common cause with Washington and was asked to serve on the board of directors of the 
Tuskegee Institute in 1912, a position he held for the remainder of his life. He endowed the institute to free Washington 
from fundraising and enable him to devote more time managing the institute."] 


Rosenwald became a member of the city's leading Jewish Reform congregation, Chicago Sinai congregation, soon after 
moving to Chicago. Its rabbi, Emil G. Hirsch, made a big impact on Rosenwald's philanthropy. Rosenwald donated 
generously to several Jewish community projects in Chicago and served as vice president of Chicago Sinai for many years. 


scember 23, 1922 {11 A i i 
December 23, 1922111 African American education 


Booker T. Washington encouraged Rosenwald to address the poor state of African-American education in the US, which 
suffered from inadequate buildings and books. Rosenwald provided funds to build six small schools in rural Alabama, which were constructed and opened 
in 1913 and 1914, and overseen by Tuskegee. As the projects were built by and for African Americans, they showed Rosenwald's intention to remain behind 
the scenes in this effort.3] Inspired by the social progressivism of Jane Addams, Grace Abbott, Paul J. Sachs, and the Reform Judaism of Emil Hirsch and 
Julian Mack (many of whom were personal friends as well), Rosenwald devoted his time, energy, and money to philanthropy. 


In his words, written in 1911: 


y 


The horrors that are due to race prejudice come home to the Jew more forcefully than to others of the white race, on account of the centuries of 
persecution which they have suffered and still suffer. 


The collaboration between Booker T. Washington and Julius Rosenwald was the subject of the 2015 documentary Rosenwald, subtitled!"4] The Remarkable 
Story of a Jewish Partnership with African American Communities by writer, producer and director Aviva Kempner, 5126] which won Best Documentary 
Jury Award at the Teaneck International Film Festival and the Lipscomb University Prize of the Ecumenical Jury, Nashville Film Festival.[14] 


He established his Rosenwald Fund in 1917 for "the well-being of mankind". Unlike other endowed foundations, which were designed to fund themselves in 
perpetuity, the Rosenwald Fund was intended to use all of its funds for philanthropic purposes. As a result, the fund was completely spent by 1948. 


Schools, universities, and museums 


Over the course of his life, Rosenwald and his fund donated over $70 million to public schools, colleges and universities, 
museums, Jewish charities and African-American institutions. The rural school building program was one of the largest 
programs administered by the Rosenwald Fund. This program eventually was responsible for construction in the South of 
more than 5,000 schools and shops for African-American children, as well as homes for their teachers. These schools 
became informally known as "Rosenwald Schools"./27] 


Julius Rosenwald Hall at the 


Rosenwald commissioned one of Chicago's largest philanthropic housing developments: the Michigan Boulevard Garden = Unversity of Chicago 


Apartments, at 47th St. and Michigan Ave. The Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments was one of the first American 
housing developments to mix residential, commercial and social uses and still stands. 


The complex was built in 1929 by Julius Rosenwald and his nephew, architect Ernest Grunsfeld (who also designed the Adler Planetarium, at the behest of 
Rosenwald's brother-in-law, Max Adler). Covering a square block, the buildings enclosed an enormous central landscaped courtyard. Rosenwald planned 
the development of 421 units to provide sound housing for African Americans and to relieve the tremendous overcrowding due to Chicago's pervasive racial 
segregation. The development also included 14 stores along the 47th Street side of the property, four of which were occupied by black-owned businesses, 
and a nursery school. Rosenwald invested $2.7 million in the project, receiving only a 2.4 percent return during the first seven years. 


YMCAs for African Americans 


In 1910, the YMCA asked Rosenwald to fund a proposal for a new building in Chicago; Rosenwald replied that he would contribute only if a center for 
African Americans were also constructed, [38] The result was the Wabash Avenue YMCA, opened in 1914, which would later become an historic landmark. 
un. It is still operating today.291 


Rosenwald went on to offer challenge grants to cities across the United States.to build YMCAs for African Americans.{3] Rosenwald promised to give 
$25, 000 to any city that could raise $75,000 to build a YMCA for ‘African Americans. 13] Between 1911 and 1933, Rosenwald provided over $600,000 toward 


Samuel Reshevsky 

Rosenwald was the patron of chess prodigy Samuel Reshevsky. He encouraged Reshevsky to earn a university degree so as not to be completely dependent 
upon chess for his living. Reshevsky did so, earning his degree in accounting from the University of Chicago. {20} 

County Extension 

Rosenwald gave $1000 grants to the first 100 counties in the U.S. to hire County Extension Agents, helping the United States Department of Agriculture 


launch a program that was highly valuable to rural Americans. He was also the principal founder and backer for the h im of Science d Industry in 
Chicago, to which he gave over $5 million and served as the president (1927-1932). 


Death and legacy . 
Rosenwald died at his home in the Ravinia section of Highland Park, linois, on January 6, 1932. 


Merchariee Mart in downtown Chicago, Illinois. 
* During World War II the Liberty ship SS Julius Rosenwald was built in Panama City, Florida, and named in his honor.[211 
« He was inducted into the Junior Achievement U.S. Business Hall of Fame in 1992. 
« A 2015 film Rosenwald directed by Aviva Kempner documents his life and philanthropy. 
» A Chicago Public School system elementary school, located at 2601 W 80th Street on Chicago's Southwest Side, was named after Rosenwald in 1952. 
. Rorervalg fy boyhood home, which is part of the Lincoln Home National Historic Site, was renamed in his honor in 2020. A plaque there commemorates 
his work. 
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Keith S. Hebert joined the Auburn University faculty in 2014 where he directs the department's public 
history certificate program and offers courses in public history and southern history. Previously, Hebert 
worked for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division as the state 
historian. 


Public history students work to 
document and preserve equalization 
schools in Alabama 


For many college students, acquiring real-world experience occurs through internships or the occasional 
summer job. For students in Keith Hebert's public history class, it's a weekly occurrence. His students are 
working with state and local agencies to document and preserve equalizations schools in Alabama. What 
are equalization schools? And how did this project come about? Read more about it in our question and 
answer session with Dr. Hebert below. 


What is public history, and what can be done with a public history degree? 

Auburn offers a degrees in public history at the master's and PhD level. Public history is a great field for 
aspiring historians who are very interested and working in communities and getting outside of academia - 
even if you're someone like myself who teaches at a university, | still spend a lot of time outside of the 
university. It's a program that really requires very specific training and a very unique kind of historian to 
pull it off. There is also a certification program in public history at Auburn. You can add a public history 
certificate to your doctorate by doing some public history training and a couple of internships. We have 
opportunities with the National Park Service, the Alabama Department of Archives and History, the 
Alabama Historical Commission, programs whefe our graduates enter into the work force through some 
of those partnerships that we have. 


With this group of students, it sounds like they are not just studying the past, but trying to impact 
the future — is that correct? 
The basic goal of our current project is to document aa preserve. Create a preservation movement to 

_ preserve equalization schools in the State of Alabama. 


What are equalization schools? 

Equalization schools existed all across the Southern United States. It's not just unique to Alabama. Most 
of them were built in the late 1940s during a time when there were many supreme court cases going up to 
Washington that were challenging the segregated school system, especially in the American South. And 
these cases, for many southerners, it seemed inevitable that at some point the supreme court was going 
to rule all that segregation was unconstitutional. In an effort to try to get around this and to try to convince 
the federal government that segregation was a positive good for society, most southern states, including 
Alabama in the years around the Brown vs. Board of Education decision, 1954 or so, starting building 
millions of dollars worth of new schools, most of them for African Americans. In some cases, for first time 
ever, they're building new facilities for black school children. Before Brown v. Board, Alabama and other 
southern states had attempted to equalize school funding and teacher pay for African-Amercians and 
whites, while also passing laws designed to preserve segregation. The goal of this was not necessarily to 
improve the educational opportunities of African Americans, it was far more sinister goal, which was to 
convince the federal government that all is well. That African Americans are perfectly happy in this 
segregated system. The plan was that when federal officials come down, the would be shown all the new 
high tech schools that have been built and hopefully convince the federal government that Brown versus 
Board and forced integration was not only unconstitutional in their eyes, but also unnecessary. 


So when integration comes to Alabama, what happens to the integration schools? 
Basically the State of Alabama wasted millions and millions of dollars to build a duplicate school system 
When integration comes, many of these new black schools are actually closed because most white 
Southerners can't fathom sending their children to a school that used to be a black school. So some of 
these buildings only get used for a decade (or less) and many of them are mothballed at that point as 
black students are bused to white schools. Very rarely are white students bused to black schools. Many 
of these buildings Stillremain in the community. They still exist. Many times after the schools were 
integrated, they turned these once black high schools into elementary schools or 

Rarely did they stay a high school. But they survived. And 
there are alumni from the black community who deeply have connections to these places and want to 
commemorate and remember them. 


Are there any examples of equalizations schools locally? Here in the Auburn area? 

Here in Auburn there's Drake Middle School. It was a high school at one point for African-Americans. It's 
an equalization school. It's still a vibrant school sitting in the middle of what is Auburn's largest black 
community. So, our basic goal is to document these schools and get into the community, discover their 
stories, build off of this base. There's already a group of people out there who deeply care about these 


places, but we're trying to organize them ina way that we can launch an effort to help communities think 
about haw to best preserve these places. 


How many communities have your students met with? Can you talk a little bit more about the 
process? 

Yes. So, we know that every county in Alabama has equalization schools. There's 67 counties in 
Alabama. It's pretty large deal. To get things started, the Alabama Historical Commission has already 
documented a few of these buildings, especially in Montgomery County, where there are lots of 
equalization schools. But my students are digging in deep in Lee County and Macon County to create a 
guide on how to do research about these schools - how to document them, how to do oral history projects 
related to them, and how to just gather materials to serve as a template for other communities that are 
going to then carry on this work themselves. As part of that process, they've interviewed former school 
superintendents and teachers and students back from the segregated age. They've done a lot of article 
research getting into the county records. And every time they go to an archive, someone inevitably 
always asks them what they're doing and through the process of talking, people really become aware of 
what we're up to. 


Once the students are done collecting all the information, what will they do? 

We've been in touch with a lot of community groups in both counties and during the spring of 2019, we're 
going to start touring the state and giving workshops and programs to help communities and places like 
Madison County up in North Alabama, launch their own initiatives. 


What is the signifi 


as as v to fund. Because everything unfortunately costs money, you try and figure out how to fund 
what you want to do. To do that, we're going to develop a state-wide historic preservation nomination or 
statewide multiple property nomination and what it'll do is it'll be one big report that they can then use to 
get quicker access to the National Register listing. This is already being done in Georgia and South 
Carolina and because of that, there are dozens and dozens of these equalization schools that have been 
preserved and often times turned into new uses, adaptive uses in their community. So we're hoping to do 
the same thing. 


is this a mutually beneficial endeavor? 


And how many students are in this public history class? | 


My public history class right now has 11 students so it's a good, manageable group. We have a graduate 
program in public history and some undergraduates, and they're working together in groups kind of 
competing with each other to see who can do a better job. They've really embraced this. They're gaining 


need to have to enter into the professional world of public history. But, more importantly, they're growing 
as people, because a big part of public history really is figuring out how to work better with people. That 
seems like an obvious skill, but it's one that you have to work on your whole life. 
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Elba Colored School which was a Rosenwald school built in Elba, AL in 1927 


Source: Fisk University Rosenwald Fund Card File Database which contains information 


about historical Rosenwald schools in the southern United States. 


. Mulberry Heights School 


This drawing of the school was on the 1955 Mulberry High School diplomas. 


The first Elba Colored School building was built by local builder W. B. Perdue in the late 1800s and was located 
on the first floor of the colored Masonic Lodge near the Bethel A.M.E. church off the Troy Highway, on the bank 
of White Water Creek and behind the present location of Windham Lumber Company. 


The following article appeared in the Elba Clipper in 1901: “Professor J. W. Stakley has been elected by the city 
council as Superintendent of the colored school of Elba. He is one of the foremost colored educators of Alabama. 
Much good to the colored population of the town has already resulted from his location here and the school under 
his supervision will continue to thrive.” 


The Mulberry Heights Baptist Association bought 10 acres of land from the Mose Lee’s estate near Adams Street 
and donated five acres to the state of Alabama for a Rosenwald* school building which was the main building on ~ 
the campus. An auditorium was erected in 1940 and a vocational building in 1942. In 1952, three new rooms 
were added. The colored school became a part of the Elba City School System on August 6, 1953. 


The Mulberry Heights High School Gymnasium was completed in 1966. After the school was closed in 1967, due 
to integration, the gymnasium was purchased by the Elba Zion Baptist Church to be used as a community building. 
Today the other old school buildings are vacant but still standing. 


*Rosenwald Schools - a name applied to over 5,000 schools, shops, and teacher’s homes in the U. S., built 
primarily for education of African Americans in the early 20th Century. 


Julius Rosenwald, part owner of Sears, Roebuck & Co., founded Rosenwald Fund to raise money for black 
schools. Booker T. Washington was the visionary behind the schools. He partnered with Rosenwald in 1913. 
Julius Rosenwald was a white northerner of German-Jewish descent. There were 407 Rosenwald schools opened 
in Alabama, and Mulberry Heights School was one of those. 


Mulberry Heights School 


\\_Aulberry Heights School began as a Rosenwald School that served the African-American community in Elba, AL for 
several decades. 


According to Encyclopedia of Alabama, Rosenwald schools refer to a group of educational institutions established 
in the South for African Americans in the first half of twentieth century. The schools were named for Julius 
Rosenwald, president and later chairman of Sears Roebuck & Co. and creator of the philanthropic Rosenwald Fund. 
which provided matching funds for the schools. Nearly 400 schools and houses were constructed in Alabama and 
nearly 5.000 new schools were built in 15 southern states between 1917 and 1932 as part of this civic effort to 
increase educational opportunities in the largely rural and segregated South. 


\" 


After the Brown v. Board of Education ruling of 1954, “separate but equal” was the commitment of the state of 
Alabama, as well as much of the South. African-American schools built between 1954 and 1969, were referred to 
as “Equalization Schools.” - The old Elba Rosenwald School was replaced with a new brick building in 1962. Most 
“equalization schools” in Alabama have been torn down. Unveiling the historic marker will insure that the memory 
of this school will never be forgotten. 


The following is a list of teachers for grades 1-9 for the 1968-69 school year at Mulberry Heights School. 
Source: The Elba Clipper, August 29, 1968, p.1 


“The following is a list of the faculty by subject and grade: W. M. Patton, Jr., Principal; 
Mrs. Ida Mae Carlisle, Mrs. Claudia B. Reynolds, First Grade; 
Mrs. Beatrice Bonner, Miss Lois White, Second Grade; 
rs. Maggie Dean Marshall, Mrs. Ruby P. Stinson, Third Grade; 
~-irs, Johnnie Bell Berry, Mrs. Mildred P. Hardy, Fourth Grade; 
Mrs. Eliza Marie Brundidge, Mrs. Dorothy Jean Richardson, Fifth Grade; 
Mrs, Juanita Scott, Mrs. Dorothy J. Shaw, Sixth Grade; 
Mrs. Erie M. Crook, Assistant Principal and Remedial Reading; 
Mrs. Betty B. Evans, Art; Mrs. Catherine Spears, Physical Education; 
Mrs. Ruby L. Bruce, English; Mr. Gaynes C. Waters, Mathematics; 
Mrs. Mayme Patton, Social Studies; Mr. Chester Hammonds, Science; 
Mr. Marvin Daniels, Physical Education; Miss Mary Alice Davis, Librarian.” 


Mulberry Heights School closed in 1970. 
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Mulberry Heights (Elba Colored) School 


Week #4 - Early Graduates . 


There were only 10 grades at Elba Colored School until 1945 when the school increased to 12 grades. If students wanted to 
graduate they had to go to another school. Some would go to other towns and live with relatives in order to graduate. 


Pictured here is a photograph of the first graduation class from Elba Colored School in 1945. This photo was furnished by 
Perry Stinson, whose brother Naudain is in the photo. 


Left to right: Wallace Adams, unknown, Naudain Stinson, Wilma Thomas, Eugene Blue, Lillian Thomas. 
The new equalization school was built after this date and enrollment increased to 27 (?)in the last graduating class in 1968. 


The high school diplomas featured a drawing of the old Rosenthal school as late as 1955. (photo of drawing) 


Some of the classes offered at Mulberry Heights in the later years included: 


They had a large FFA group in 1960 which was featured in the Elba Clipper (date 1960). 
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Most of the information for this article was obtained from old Elba Clippers and family members of those who attended the 
school. It is interesting how these students dressed in the 1940’s. (photo on next page) 


L-R: Wilma Thomas, unknown, Lillian Thomas and Principal, Timothy J. Taylor. 


Standing: Wallace Adams, Naudain Stinson, and Eugene Blue. 
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The school, listed for its association with education and ethnic heritage, was constructed in the 
late 1950s with an addition of the gym and another classroom building in 1966 as the separate 
but equal facility for local African American school children. 


The property on which the Mulberry Heights School sits was purchased by the Mulberry Baptist 
Association, an African American organization that includes several churches in the area. This 
organization built a Rosenwald school on the property in 1927. The school later burned and in 
the 1950s the Elba Colored School was built in its place. 


The structure has now been purchased by the Elba Zion Missionary Baptist Church, which plans 
to restore the property as a community center. 
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Company Hes 
Plea To Hunters 


General Telephone 
Company of the Southeast 
urges hunters toavold aim» 
Ang thelr firearms in the 
direction of telephone 


nes, 
HS. Hallett, security 
director for the telephone 
company, made an “open 
plea,” calling on huntue 
men’ to exercise caution 
Jn the direction of thelr 

im, 

“Now that hunting seas 
son is beginning soon in 
the states where telephones 
are served by Genoral 

‘o* vone Company, 1 
“ike ro ask hunters 

004 sportman= 
Ye direction of 


Nother types. 
vojectiles, 
» of tele~ 
‘ns, and 


telephone con. 
are disrupted, 

Hallett polntec 
th rural comm 
where most lines 
by gunshots, the 
ers. are 
capability of reporting fire, 
requesting medical assist- 
ance or emergency police 
protection, 

“te ts unfair to cause 
80 much Inconventence for 
the sake of a wild shot, 

allett said. 

“t want fo urge hunters 
to exercise thelr hunting 
skills, When taking aim at 
‘& fowl in flight, think of 
that telephone line 
there and make an effort 
not to hit 

Hallett ‘observed that 
with the coming of the 
hunting season every year, 
alsruption of vital tele- 
phone communtcations oc 
curs throughout General 

‘elephone's operating tor= 
jtorles, The origin of the 
disruption, If it is by gun= 
shots, 18 seldom’ reported 
fo the customer, he sald. 

He also pointed out chat 
such occurrences cause the 
destruction of a large in= 
vestment in capital for 
which the telephone cus 
tomer has helped pay with 
his telephone bill, 

Haller said that there 
gre | many ordinances 

yroughout the counties and 
states affected which deal 
with the destruction of 
property for reasons of 
either negligence or 
malice, but he observed 
that there are also federal 
stacutes Involved. 

Hallett cited a recent 
Jasue of the Federal Bu- 
roau of Investigation per= 
fodical, Law Enforcement 
Eulletin, which contained 
the statement, “The FU 
has Investigative jurisdic~ 
don over willful! injury 
to, or Interference with, 
any communication system 
‘owned or controlled by the 
United Scates, or used or 
intended co ‘be used for 
military or_clvil defense 
functions. Tnis includes 
Lines leased on a full-time 
basis...” 

It Would be unfortunate, 
tallert cald, if a careless 


Ore 
crib 


NEERLEADERS leading the Elba High Tigers this 
l are shown as they practice a pyramid. Thoy are 
gm lett; Pat Taylor, June Jacobs, Corol Vaughan, 


without the SCHOOL OPENS SEPTEMBER 3rd 


Narold Berry. 


Schools To Consolidate 3 Grades 


The Elba Clty School 
board hap ennounced that 
th 10th, llth, and 12th grades 
at Mulberry Heights. will 
be closed and that all sen= 
Jor high students will attend 
classes at the Elba High 
School as of September, 
1968, All other students, 
grades one through nine, 
will attend the school they 

elected inthe spring under 
the freedom of cholce plan, 

In a letter matted to the 
parents of school a 
children this week, 0 
‘school board stat 

The name of the Elba 
School System was, sup- 

lied to the Federal Courts 
y attorneys for the United 
States Justice Department 
along with those of othor 
Alabama schools which 
were not meeting require 
ments necessary co eradi~ 
cate the dual’ school 
system, Under a motion 
filed by the Deparment of 
Justice in the Pedoral Dis 
telet Court for further re= 
Mef seeking to eradicate 
4 dual school system, the 
Elba School Board was In 
formed by the, S, Justieo 
Department that it shduu 
close grades even through 
twelve at Mulberry Heights 
and. put all seven through 
twolfth grade classes 
the Elbe High School, The 
U, §. Justice Department 
aivo ‘stated that all sixth 
raders should be token 
from the Elba High School 
and divided between tho 
Mulberry Heights Elemen- 
tary School and the Elba 
Elementary School, 

The Elba City School 
Board felt that this abrupt 
change would be hard on 
all the children, would nor 
meet community approval, 
nor were facilities com= 


pletely adequate foracom= 

lete consolidation. There- 
fora, the hoard auuressed 
Itself to the courts and to 
Dr, Ernest Stone, Scare 
Superintendent of liduca 
lon, to allow Elha to use 3 
more gradual plan of merg- 
‘lag the two schools, 

The Elba City School 
Board suggested this altor~ 
native plan: “AN students 
fa the 10th, Ith, and 12th 

rades will end the Elba 
High School beginning Sept 
ember, 1968. All other stu- 
Elba Junior 


thelr choice. In a recent 
Jotter Dr. Stone stated, "It 
would seem to us that this 
1a certainly a step in the 
right direction in com~ 
plying with the court order, 
We. would hope that under 
the conditions, the court 
and Justice ‘Department 
‘would accept your proposal 
6 che first step Inthe con= 
olldating of your Mulhorry 
Heights School; however, it 
tt our opinion that the court 
would fnsist thar you and 
your Board of Education 
Adopt a fixed plan andtimo~ 
table for closing yrader 
seven through ning.’ 


The Elba School System 
will, therefore, operate un— 
Ger this plan for the 1968 
School year, 

AM 10th, lth, and 12th 
rade students at Mulberry 
eights and all 10th, Jith, 
and 12th grade students at 
Elba High who did net reg= 
{ater in the spring should 
come to the Elba High 
School on August 29 at 
$:00 a.m, to register for 
fall classes. Those 10th, 
lich, and 12th grave stu- 


dents who registered in 
che spring ar Elba figh 
School should report on 
September 3 at 8:00 am, 
Students in grades ono 
through nine should report 
to thelr respective schools 
on Auguat 29 at 8: 

Dus schedules will be 
as last year, 


Church Survey 
Planned By Elba 


The First Bapeist 
Church, Whitewater Nap- 


afternoon, August 25. If you 
do not plan to be at home, 
or do not wish ro bt dis 
turhed, please clip out the 
form on pape 3 and fl in 
all the information sted 
Gn it and leave in attached 
to your front door, Your 
cooperation tn this survey 
will be deeply appreciated, 


Minnie Morrow 
Services Held 


Minnie Morrow, a native 
of Coffee County died Aug= 
ust 10 ar thor home In 
Liba, She was 65 years 
cid, Funeral services were 
held from her hame on 
August Ith with Reverend 
Joy { isenby offlelatn: 
ayes T cert! ame Nas 
An charge of arr sszemente 
for burlal in tvergreen 
cemetery. 

Survivors include oo 
sisters, Mrs, Viola Prose 
Cort, Elba and Mas 1 thy 
Morrow, also of Iba, 


Beverly Ratner and Sylvia s 
‘on top of the pyramid, Cho 


“Hho Tigers 


feh with Fron Holloway 
Teadyr sponsor by Meas 


Begin Practice 
For 68 Season 


Foothall practice has 
Leyun for the Liha Tiyers 
with 46 boys fighting for a 
place in the starting Ine 
up, according ro huad 
coach, Leon Akins, The 
team is practicing a Bam. 
and 4 pam. each day and 
will go. Into pads Saturday 
morning, 

Akins hay, out (18! Cry= 
jaz towel!” Wedneaday 
morning +4 tw talked about 
Sou) Martin's knee which 
was reinjurted thls week 
And other things that only: 
4 coach would worry about, 

In with the crying Akins, 
Koing Into bis wecond year 


y at Elba Ugh had some 


ood words of praise for 
The excellent — condielon 
niost of the boys wore in 
when they reported for 
practice, He creditod col- 
Jeg players, Joe) Inman 
and Merrill shirley with 
much of this, ax they have 
taken a lot of cime from 
Ar enen conditioning prow 
Kram to give polnters to 
Sie high school boys who 
were using thy Same area 
for workeute tofere the 
ve Deg as 
Were are Vat ew plays 
ue on ty FMat renter 
ls year, They are DMy 
Bimbo, flanker back who 
Played at Zion Chapel lost 
yoar and Tony Mularz, 
iacklo who played ar Bolos 
School In Jacksonville, 
Florida, last yoar. Bimbo 
welxhs ‘158. and °Mularz 
185 according to Akins. 
Three new assistant 
cuaches tiave heen added 
to the Etha staff thts year, 
Jimmy Holley, Jake Pop- 
fam “and Randy Griffin, 
Popham will also be the 
load baske ach. 


ist 


uce Scheels Te Consolidate 3 Grades 


mse 


, for 
Str? . The Elba City School pletely adequate foracom- gents who registered in 
Board has announced that plete consolidation, There- the spring at Elba High 
vers th 10th, lth, and thgrades fore, the board addressed School should report on 
ting 4¢ Mulberry Helghts. will itself to the courts and to September 3 at 8:00 a.m, 
nat be closed and that all sen- Dr. Ernest Stone, State Srudents in grades one 
< of tor high students willattend Superintendent of Educa- through nine should report 
yp classes at the Elba High elon, to allow Elba to use a to their respective schools 
fort Schoo] as of September, more gradualplanofmerg- on August 29 at 8:00 a.m, 
1968, All other students, ing the two schools, Cus schedules will be same 


thar grades one through nine, | the Elba City School 48 last year, 
the he ge aad bag oe ponte ee este Buevested this alter- 
rar ected inthe spring under = a 
sle- the freedom of choice plan, native. a af a oF Church Survey 
oc na letter mailed to the 2yades will attend the Elba 
eral parents of school age 5 nndng Sept- Planned By Elba 
‘ere children this week, the ember, 1968, All othe 4 
ene t, See 


the school board stared: Gents in the Elba Junior The First Baptist 
Um ene Name of the Elba jrigh, Elba Elementary,and Church, Whitewater [ap- ¢ 
wted lied t Rd Fed ereduce Mulberry Heights. Schools rise Church, and Westside ¢ 
A ee eon ne ere the Uniteg Will attend the school of Daptist Church will hetak= 
that re Tatice Devartmen: meir. choice, In a recent ing a religious survey of 
tae are with those of cher ietter Dr. Stone stated, “It the City of Elba, Sunday 
ine pach aaa schoots which Would seem tous that this afternoon, August 25. Ifyou & 
for Ware not masting readires to certainly a step in the do not plan co he at home, 
use ments bak ge posed right direction in com- or do not wish ro be dis- 
~ _ th he the daal> school plying with the courtorder. turbed, please clip out the 
ora system, Under a motion \& Would hope that under form on page 5 and fill in 
cre fed be the Department of te conditions, the court al} the information listed 
cee Fees in the Federal pig. 29d Justice Department on ir and leave in attached 
and fet Court for further re. Would accept your proposal ro your front door, Your 
leal ik y peed So caraal cate 2S the first step Inthecon= cooperation in this survey 
ee et eee solidating of your Mulberry will be deeply appreciated, 


ot 8 ual gene sere, i Helge School hover, 


& 2 
ved formed by theUl,S,Justice 1 04r opinion tare ccn, Minnie Morrow 
tral Department that. it shogdd. your Board of Education 
close grades even through dope a fixed plan and time- Services Held 
rent twelve at MulberryHelgits tanje for closing grades 


Bus and put all seven through : 
er. twelfth grade classes in S@¥en through nine 


& 
Minnie Morrow, & native 


rent the Elba High Schoal, The The Etba School System of Coffee County died Auge f° 


ned VU. S$, Justice Department will, therefore, operateun~- ust 10 at ther home in 
PRI also stated thar all sixth der this plan for the 1968 Eipa, She was 85 years 
lice graders should be taken school year, oid, Funeral] services were ;, 
ury from the Elba High School AML 1th, Heth, and 12th held from her home on ¢ 
ith, and divided between the grade students atMulberry August Lith with Reverend 
- ‘em Mulberry Hefghts Elemen- Heights and all lOth, flth, Floyd { isenhy officiating, 
the tary School and the Elba and lth grade students at Hayes F :evs' ame was 
Elementary School, Elba High whe did not reg- fn charge of arrangements 
The Elba City School ister in the spring should for burial] in Lvergreen 
Board felt that this abrupt come to the Elba High cemetery. 
change wouki be hard on School on August 29 at Survivors include two 
all the children, would not §;00 a,m, to register for sisters, Mrs. Viola Pres- 
nieet community approval, fall classes. Those 10th, cott, Elba and Miss I Ibby 
ite, Hor were facilities com= lth, and lth grade stu- Morrow, also of Elba 
pees Oe Se a ee es ee 
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McArthur Tech 
Begins Classes 


Labor Day had its be- 
inning in 1882) and since 
that time the first Monday 
in each Soptember has be= 
come the official day when 
har takes timo off from 
the routine of work, Col~ 
‘onel Floyd Mann, State Di~ 
rector of Public Safety, 
stated that the wheels of 
Industry and business will 
be practically mosioniess 
over thia memorable week~ 
end--but not so with the 
wheels of the automobite, 
They are moving constant~ 
ly during this time and 
make so many revolutions 
over and above what is 
safe that the sraffic acct. 
dent and death toll over 
ane Labor Day week-end 
n : 
laboring man haw 
saken a stand and fought 
hard to make mafety a part 
of hin work, However, many 
more persons are killed 
and injurled In traffic ac~ 
Eldents than are killed by 
work accidents, | ast year 
Ja Alabama there were 280 
traffic accidents over the 
78-hour Labor Day holiday 
with 14 deaths and 80 in~ 
jortes, How many of these 
lajurien were permanent, 
we have no way of know! 
but many of these people 
wil novor be able to take 
thelr place in Industry 
again, Who knows but tha. 
the record thia yoar could 
beeven worse ar consider 
ably less, depending on 
many and different clrcum~ 
rane 


Classen for the fallrerm 
wi begin” at MacArchur 
Technical Institute on Mon= 
Gay, Sept, 3. The largest 
enroliment in the school’s 
history 18 expected with 
fall enrollment in practl= 
cally every dopartment. 

Tn additon co the 14 de~ 
partment already a= 
tablished, a now dopart= 
ment in Mechnicat Drafting. 
wit bo open for the frst 
time, It ty felt that this 
new ‘course will serve a 
Nery definite aged in the 
territory rerved by Mace 
Arthur Tock, Mrs Charles 
Cibeaut formerly of anter 
Huth School and Maxwell 
Field in Montgomery will 
head ene department, 

Mra, no Smith, Regis 
(ear, urges all proapective 
students In drafting 1 
Fewister wy soon as 
poasible ta order thar they 
May begin classe at the 
opening Of the new depart 
ment, 


je In Elba 
September 9th 


Tho Red Crone Blood 

mobile will be in Elba on 

September 9th, according 

(0 blood chairman, Evelyn 
uncan, 

The Bloodmoblte wit pe 
located In the Bducath 
Cullding of the Methodist — You ‘can be safe over 
Church and will be in ops tats Labor Day week-end 
cration from 10 wotil 4 if you make sure that your 
Monday afternoon, car is In condition for this 


"THE POCKET” te sant to & fooeball carrier 
Ciba asetatant coach, Randy Griffin tella Tiger F 
Dean Smith. Griffts in his first year at Elba, te 
slaving bead coach, Leon Akins, shape up the ream 
the weanon opener in Brantley, September Oth, 


Mann Warns Drivers - Safety 


added strain, If you haven't 
time to have It thoroughly 
checked for defects, then 
you haven't time to make 
the trip--that is, make It 
in aafery, 

Also, If you arenot sure 
8 to the best route co 
your choven destination, 
Uke cime to study the map 
find figure out how much of 
your 78 hours must he 
spent on the road In order 
(© be hack safe and sound 
and ready for work on 
Tuesday morning. 

If you have never mage 
4 practice of driving de- 
fonsively, which inthe pro- 
ees of thinking and driving 
not only for yourself 
your car,. but for others, 
then you beter bruah up 
on what defensive drivin 
entail because tt can spel 
the difference between 
Safe trip for you ~= and a 
tragic accident. There 
would be fewer Labor Day 
week-end tragedies, fewer 
head-on collisions,’ fewer 


Death Claims 
Robbie Smith 


August 25th 


Robbie Smith Smart, 63, 
died Sunday, August 2th 
3 pam. Servicen were 
suesday ‘ae 2 pam, from 
the Zon Chi 
Church with 
F, Lowery, _olflctating. 
Burlal in the church cem= 
etery, Hayes Funeral Homo 
Of bibs,’ directing. Sur= 
vivors include her roother, 
Mrs, Minnte Lee Dantels, 
New Hope. three sons, 
medge Smart, Montgo- 
mery, Carlton ‘Smart 
and Martin Smart, £ 
‘bx daughter 


Megat passing deaths, 
fower crowding the other 
gar ~ off ~ the rod accl= 
Gents, if cach highway user 
were ‘consclous of the fact 
that the road belongs tothe 
‘other fellow too~= and then 
estat to share it, 

If you will read andheed 
every highway lyn, every 
crossing signal, and traffic 
light, your chances for hav= 
Sag @ 1 abor Day acctdent 
willbe greatly reduced. 

For thao of youwhoare 
planning a trip, let us Mat 
4 few life-saving cpa which 
Thay help you toavoid some 
traffic plefalls over the Both 
Lirthday annfvernay of La 
Lor Day; 

1, Don't drive too far. 
no more than 400 mi 
vay. 

3, He sure to cur your 
‘speed at least 10 rm! 
hour after dark--or more 
Itnecessary, 

3, If you drink, don’t 
drive. 

4. Keep your temper 
and don’t get burned up at 
other drivers--keep your 
00] behind the wheel. 

3. Don't exceed the 
speed Umit. 

6. Drive defensively, 
and ‘yield to others, even 
though it may be chefr turn 
10 yleld to yout! 

Remember to continue 
to be a safe worker, you 
must be a safe driver. We 
hope that you will guide 
your cars as safely a3 you 
iulde your work, 


Honk Williems 


Movie To Play 
ere Soon 


In the tradtion of nts 
late father, the famous, 
well-loved fiank Willams, 
Vank Wiltamadr. ishringe 
ing Country Music lovers 
the sounds they want to 
hear, Haok Jr. has been 
making personal appear 
neces all over the country, 
and. cutting hit record 

AN ot Tank williams 


FP y Jo 
Davis, New Brockton, Mrs, 
Quipidean Brooks, ‘Elba, 
Mrs. Odessia Cox, Mar- 
fetta, Ga., Mra, Minnie 
Mary Bentley, Columb 
Gan & sister, Miss Evie 
New Hope; three 
Chri e 
Danlels and J. D, Danie); 


Jack, Charile Dantels,New fans rember! Your 
ope’, Cheating Heart”, the movie 
of Har Ufe. Hank Jr, 


Sang his father's most tam~ 
ous gongs on the sound 
track of this ploture, 
‘Now, Hank Jr, ia atarr= 
ing in his firat big motion 
ne plcrure rote wien fe plays 
sense the lead in "A Time To 


an Ene Sing.” The pleture 1s pre~ 
Sentiy premiering through— 
out the South and ts being 


seen by record-breaking 
crowds of Hank Willams 
(OrTabert Yon, Manager ot 

fubert Yon, Manager 
te | Diusland  Oreecta 

ok insteadof Theatre has announced that 
“when the new "A Time To Sing” tebetng 
oes Into effect hooked lato his threatre 
ber |, 1968, ac~ at the earliest possible da 
40 Probate Judge Sunday, thru Wednesda; 
_ glisn, Sopt, 1$-16-17-18, 


Dratt Call Set 
At 4 For 


September 


Director Hugh 11, Cald~ 
well, Jr. said tmat Mla= 
Yama will call 348 men to 

Montgomery \tmed 
Forces Examining Seatton 
to meet thy mare's Sept 
ember Selective Service 
Guora of 248 me 

In August, some $33 men 
were called to moet an 
taduction quota of 38] men, 

‘Natlonwide the sertem= 
Ler call Is for 12,209 men, 
compared 10 18,300 19 Aue 
Kust, AIL will go co Army 
sorvice. 

Sate Director Caldwell 
said that some married 
men would be ingluded In 
the September call, The 
call will include regise 
trante 19 years of age oF 
older, in Clans I-A and I~ 
4-0, examined and accept 
ates 

i county ~ by ~ county 
quota will loctude 4 from 
Coffee County, 


“Meet The 
Tigers” Is 


Con NM 


Club, 


center, press secretary for Governor Brewer, was guest speaker at 
the Elba Rotary Club on Monday. Inman, a native ef LI 
“The First 100 Days Of The Brewer \dminlatration, 
Following histalk, club president, Hersial Laylur, lett, presented Inman with 
4 ballpoint pen engraved with Elba Rotary Club, Taese 
who receive them aa both 4 momento and for the smouth writing Uivy produce, 
Attorney Rodert Cannon, right, was in charce of the program. 
Visitors for the noon meal included Inman's wife, Paulette, and hia mother 
Mrs. L. F. [nman, Jimmy Wise wis aceeptedas a new tember uf the Lina Rotary 


fake tu the group On 


cis Are treasured by thune 


Set For Fri 


Footbal! coach t.¢ott aK= 
ins has acheduled a “Meet 
the Tigers Night" for this 
Friday” night In the high 
school stadium, The team 
members will" be intro- 
Guced 4t 7:00 and an Intra= 
squad scrimmage will uke 
place at 7:30, This ts free 
(0 the public andall parents. 
and other Interestd Elba 
citizens are urged to ate 
tend this scrimmage, medt 
the players, sve their new 
uniforms and 800 what to 
‘expect when the Elba Tig 

8 take the fleld against 
Brantley on September 6th, 

Coach Akins announced 
tala week that following tho 
release of information 
stating that the Mulberry 
Heights: students would at~ 
tend Elba High, five boys 
from there have joined the 
Tiger team tn practice and 
hie expects them to be 3 


Co-op 


AML Us in readiness tor 

le IMBmembership meet= 
Ang of Covington tlectrle 
Cooperative, which will be 
held at the Manicipal Sta 
Gium tn Andalusia conighe 
(Thorsday), 

Registration wilt open 
at $30 p.m, with free 
entertainment” by the 
Thrasher Brothers (var 
tet, Of Birmingham, start— 
Ing at 6:30, The business 
Seuston will get under way 
at 7213 p.m, 

Featured will he an ade 
Grees by Dr. George Done 
Aldson, of Tifton, Gas, 3 
noted humorist and inapir~ 
arlonal speaker: hriet res 
}Orts by Co-Op President 
ira Allen and Manager John 


help thts season, Ra remarks by vail 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Elba High Schoo! 
Elba, Alobomo 
DATE TEAM PLACE 
Sept. 6 Brantley There 
Sep 13 Luverne The 
- Opp Here 
Hartlord Here 
Brundidge There 
Enterprise Her 
Semvon Here 
Geneve There 
Andolusee Hove 
Trey There 
LEON AKINS 
RANDY GRIFFIe 
JAKE POPPIN 
JiMy HOLLEY 
Gome Time - 7:30 


To Meet Tonight 


Cibbs, Maraver of the Alas 
Yama’ Rural Electric sa 
soclation, of Montgomery, 
ans the ‘election “of ows 
embers Ko thy Board of 
Trustees. 

Nominees for Trustee 
for District , are Jot. 
Exyanr and Atbért Beasiey; 
Loth of Dovier Re. L, Bryaat 
V6 the Incumbent’ Trustee, 

Ear Dinerict lV, Charles 
\. Mallory, Kinaton Rt. 1 
und C, F. (Fred) Meactia 
Lita Rt, 4, are che some 
tees, CC. Gautney, Opp 
Rt, 3) tie the Incumbert 12,000 members, in Cove 
Trustee for thie District, iiyton, 5 olfee, ‘Crensiaw 

Following the business and Geneva Counties, 


Semsloe, more tan Hil ele 
ectrical’ appliances will be 
awarded "3 attendance 
ees, Tie mayor priue 
wilh be a SN calor Teles 
Mision et, AP electric 
Tango Wil alsy he yiven 
away, and euch Co 
member registering will 
xecelye a [Swarr ight 
Wik free, 

Concessions sandy will 
Le operated by the Covtig= 
ton “County shrine Club, 

Covtagtor {lett Com 
Gperanve hax more thas 


yonronst atsnaiad AB pismict Br 


NEW OFFICE of the sourwwast Siatama Gas Distrtar te 
located rest te the Hig Near supermarket (acrons from 
Cook Chevrolet) on thy Troy =fira: 

This building will Souse abi 
af hy gas company including the racer ol san Faye 
ments. \leo inchided tr the new building tea divglay of 
a6 appllances evallable te _umematers. 


Elba Schools a Teacher Assignments 2 Schedules 


The Elba High School and Etha Eletmentay School 
the 190&69 term af school cn Thursday mornir 
wat 29, from 800 a.m, unett 10:00 a.m, All student 
ked to be prevent at the time torective thelr cleas 
schedule and books for the year, EXCEPT students in 


ne 
Su 


Uie 10th, dh and 1th graden at Hibs High School wha 
Fogtatored last pring, 


School, 


The flrat full day of school will be Tuesday, September 
3 {rom 8,00 a.m, vnttl 3:00 pam, for ull students, 


Faculty members by subjects and grades ate as foie 
low, 


Mr. Lamar Potoy, Principal; Mte, Sue Adkivon, Math; 


Mr, Leon Aktna, Driver Education and Coach; Mre, 
Fearlte H. Amison, Girls Physical Education; Mrs, 
Rebecca Baker, Science; Miss Mary Rubydenc Bell, 
Commercial ang Engltah: Mra, Lins Berry, Girls 
Physica) Education; Mra. Mary Carnley, Mai; Mrs, 
Jimmy Davis, English; Mr, Wilson Dyess, Business 
Cilice Occupation; Mr, Randy Griddin, Boys Physical 
Education and Coach: Mrs, Flossie Harper, Social 
Studies; Mr. Jimmy Holley, Soctal Scadies and’Coach; 


2 i Mra. Addte 
Wietin, Socal Stadion Mrs: Helen NcCotiough,Com= 
mercial; Mre, Willene McCurley, Music; Mr. Dalton 
Hays McAfee, Vocational ny onig a oaise 
Nichol: Math; Mra, Sylvia tench: Mr, 
Jacob im, Science and Ba Coach; Mr. Ro~ 
land Powell, Science; Mrs. Frances Prior, Science; 
Mrs, Myra Rhodes, Math and Selence; Mr. Joseph 
. Band: Mr, Wayland . Ouldance, MEE 

ita Talley, Librarten; Mra, Syivia Terrell, Voca- 
‘tonal Home Economics; Mrs. Mary Young, vocations! 


Home Economics; \tias Carol Walton, spanish and Kng~ 
Ush; Mre, Annabelle ¥i'kes, Reading. 


Elementary School, First Grade: Mrs. 1 ouise Boze 
man, Mes, Elizabeth Oyess, Mra. Ruth Hawking, Mrs, 
Nelle Marus, ar tra, Helen Ratner; Second Grade: 
Mre, Parricla ‘Clark, Mrs, Agnes Ingram, Mra, Sammy 
Morrow, Mrs. Claudiel ee Smith, Third: Mre, Virgina 
DeVane, Mrs, Norma Nell Horney, and Mrs. Jessie 
Lee Windnam, Fourth Grade: Mr. Bari Kelle 
Mirtam Parker, Mrs, Jean Paul, Mrs.Jo Anne Rainer, 
Fitth Grade: Aits. Merle Bragg, Mra. Dixke Deal, Nea. 
Doris Pinckart; Airs, Mary Loulse Collier, Public 
Ary Mrs, Ella Kate Ham, Pubifc Muale j Mrs, Mary 
Ringadert, Exceptional Class; Mra, Deloria See, Phy 
eal 


Education, Mra, Annie Grace Boykin, Physical 

Mrs, Sara Sharpless, Remedial Reading, 

Mrs, Lily Witlfams, 1 tbrartan; ‘and Mra, Addielecr 

Frescor, Title [ Coomtinator and Elementary Supers 
Miser, 

The Mulberry Heights School opens the 1964-69 term 

for students in grades 1-9 Inaraday August 29, from 

£:00 ntl 1:00 a.m, AU students are asked to be pre~ 

sent at this tims to receive thelr clase schedule and 


Looks for the year, 


First 
bring d 


rade students who have 2x registered must 
ty Mrib cerciMeates, 


The frst full day of wchool will se Seeeday, September 


3, from 8:00 s,m, until 3:00 p,m, for al} mradenos, Al 

fees will E. ce same as last year, 

The Following tx a inet of the teculty hy subject and 
Ps Ue Mts, ida Mae Car 


brs W, M, Patton, 
isle, Mrs, Claudia B, Reynold, First Grade; Mra, Beas 
Bomer, Miss Loin White, second Grave; Mra, 
peeps Dean Mershait, Mrs, Ruby P, pag bh 
rat Mre, J ohnate Beli Berry, Mre, Mil La 
indy, Fourth Grade; Mrs. Eliza Marie & _ 
Mra, boroty Jean Richardion, Fitth Grade: Mew 
Juanita Scott, Mra. Dorothy J, cha, Stxth Grade; Mra, 
Urte M, Crook, A sutatact Priecipeland Remedial 
Reading; Mra, Betty B, Evans, Arty Mra, Ci 
Spots, Puyaical Educatton: Mrs, Ruby L. ruce, Ene 
pits ynenc, Waters, Mathem afc; Mire, Maytive 
‘atten, Soctas Studies; Mr, Chester Hammonds, 
Science; Mr. Mervin Dentels, Hysical Education, 
Mies Mary Alice Oavis, Lfhrarisa, 
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Professor J.W. Stakley has been elected by the city council as 
Superintendent of the colored school of Elba. He is one of the 
foremost colored educators of Alabama. Much good to the colored 
population of the town has already resulted from his location here 
and the school under his supervision will continue to thrive. 


ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


468 South Perry Street = Lisa D, Jones 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 Executive Director 
334-242-3184 / Fax: 334-240-3477 State Historic Preservation Officer 


December 6, 2016 


Nell Gilmer 
1564 Highland Drive 
Elba, AL 36323 


RE: Mulberry Height School, 740 Adams Street, Elba Coffee County, Alabama 
Date Listed: December |, 2016 


Dear Ms. Gilmer, 


The Alabama Historical Commission is pledsed to inform you that the Mulberry Heights School has been 
favorably reviewed and is now listed in the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage under Criteria A. A 
certificate indicating that the property has been added to the register will be mailed out shortly. In addition, a 
press release announcing this listing will soon be sent out to the appropriate news outlets. 


The Alabama Register is a prestigious listing of historic, architectural, and archaeological landmarks. These 
selected Alabama landmarks are worthy of both recognition and preservation. Listing on the state register 
is an honorary designation imposing no benefits or restrictions on property owners. 


The Alabama Historical Commission sponsors a historical marker and plaque program to recognize properties 
that contribute to the unique history of Alabama. Properties that have been listed in the Alabama Register of 
Landmarks and Heritage are eligible to purchase a historical marker. Please contact Ms. Hannah Garmon (334) 
230-2644 or Hannah.Garmon@ahc.alabama.gov for more information on the historical marker program. 


r 


The Alabama Historical Commission appreciates your efforts to preserve Alabama’s historic resources. | wish 
you much success in all endeavors and look forward to working with you on future preservation projects. 


Very truly yours, 


Hannah Garmon 
Coordinator, Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage 
334.230.2644 or Hannah.Garmon@ahc.alabama.gov 


cc: Mayor Mickey L. Murdock 
Enterprise City Council 
Coffee County Commission 
Pea River Historical and Genealogical Society 
City of Elba 
Gladys Yelverton 


THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
www.ahc.alabama.gov 


ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


468 South Perry Street * Lisa D. Jones 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 Executive Director 
334-242-3184 / Fax: 334-240-3477 State Historic Preservation Officer 


January [1, 2017 


Nell Gilmer 

1564 Highland Drive 

Elba, AL 36323 

RE: Mulberry Heights School, Coffee County 


Dear Ms. Gilmer: . 


It is my pleasure to present to you the certificate for the above referenced property in honor of its listing 
in the Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage. 


Thank you for your dedication to preserving Alabama’s historic resources. 
Best Regards, 


ounroh Hp-ner 


Hannah Garmon 

Coordinator, Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage 
(334)230-2644 

Hannah.Garmon@ahc.alabama.gov 


Enclosure 


THE STATE HisTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
www.ahc.alabama.gov 
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468 South Perry Street - Lisa D. Jones 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 Executive Director 
334-242-3184 / Fax: 334-240-3477 State Historic Preservation Officer 


January [1, 2017 


Nell Gilmer 

1564 Highland Drive 

Elba, AL 36323 

RE: Mulberry Heights School, Coffee County 


Dear Ms. Gilmer: : 


It is my pleasure to present to you the certificate for the above referenced property in honor of its listing 
in the Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage. 


Thank you for your dedication to preserving Alabama’s historic resources. 
Best Regards, 


Nosnrah Hp-mer 


Hannah Garmon 

Coordinator, Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage 
(334)230-2644 

Hannah.Garmon@ahc.alabama.gov 


Enclosure 


THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
www.ahc.alabama.gov 
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~ Ownership: (_]Public as [JBoth 


ALABAMA REGISTER OF LAN DMARKS & HERITAGE 
NOMINATION FORM 


|. NAME OF PROPERTY. 


Historic Name: E 0 S ch OOo [ 
and/or Common Name: : Cnoo 


Preferred name for Certificate: [Historic Name or PX¥]Common Name 


2. LOCATION 


Street & Number: vs £0 RAanr is ZL 


City: a 
State: Alabama County: ce Zip: 26323 


Is the property’ located within the city limits? DX]Yes [_]No 4 p 
Latitude: 9/° 25" © — e Longitude: 6 0 B..J¢ tt) 
Township: 4 Rarige: cifon:0. 7 USGS Quad Map: 

BlocK — C07 Parcel GPCL: 


3. CLASSIFICATION 
Category: [K]Building(s) — [_]District [Jstructure [site [_JObject 


Status: {_]Occupied Unoccupied [Work in progress 
Accessible: L]No LVyes: restricted [AYes: unrestricted vee i 
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ety aoe Te 


Name: dAa Lio Waves 10 M12 ton. £4 aun Voy 
Address: 0 p) Os = 30 am CLAD ¢ iy 
City: LAA State:__(Q 2 Zip: _3 

Telephone: SAF. 7- 

Email: 


5. FLOOR PLAN & SITE PLAN 
Attach sketched floor plan. If the property includes more than one building, submit a site plan 
showing the locations, dates of rey ¥. and uses of the apne llan 


ae ae papers y | eae Anawin 


yw 


6. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION See Instructions for more information. 


\—  Constructior(date: Source: ( y Lupe 
Alteration date Source: 
Architect/Builder: Contractor: 


Physical condition 


(Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, nis a aK ny - Cau 
No. of stories: 


Remaining historic fabric: 
(High, Medium, Low) 


wrcala 


Historic use of property: 


OeTie 


Current use of property: 


wet 


Architectural style category: 


ee 


hitectural cp eee sub-category: 


Rog 


Basic typology: 1 


Basic shape: Ch Aasrgr - 


Basic floor plan: 


i100 Anas 


Historic Construction material(s): 


ra 


Current exterior wall 
material(s): 


dita. 


Roof finish material(s): 


Main roof configuration: 


Foundation material: 


Porch type: 


Window type and materials: 


ie 


Describe alterations: 


vena DV 


Number and type of all outbuildings on the property: 
(if significant, fill out separate survey form) 
[Ae sien 

Exterior Architectural Description: 


brick - 


qe pre 


Description of pales! 


“\ 


Poeee at 


8. BIBLIOG RAPHICAL REFERENCES 


— Use attached sheets as necessary 


9. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 


Acreage of nominated property: ra CMY— 
Attach a map showing the location of the property. (Ut Cy. ( 


10. Person Applying for Historic Register Designation 


Name: 

Address: 8 

City: CUre State: QL Zip: B63 I3 
Telephone: B334¢- 9977-68 


Email: Sve wna cae 8 N04. Com 


Y 


11. PHOTOGRAPHS: 

Images are essential to the review process. Submit current, good quality digital images on a CD/DVD. 
Interior and exterior photos are required. Good quality 4” x 6” photos will be accepted, but do NOT staple 
or tape photographs. All images will become the property of the AHC and will not be returned. 


12. REMINDER: ad) 


Along with this completed application, include attachments for Items 5, 9 and || and send them to: 


Alabama Historical Commission 
Attn: Jennifer Bailey 
468 S. Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
334.230.2643 
asi nnifer.Bail ri la.or 


Information on historic marker 


MULBERRY HEIGHTS SCHOOL 
(ELBA COLORED SCHOOL) 


In 1927, a wooden building was constructed on this 5-acre site as the Elba Colored School with 
assistance from the Rosenwald School Fund. The current school buildings date from the 1950's 
when brick equalization schools were built to provide separate but equal schools. The school 
became a part of Elba City Schools on Aug 6, 1953 and later renamed Mulberry Heights School. 
A new gym was built in 1966, just two years before the last graduation class in 1968. 

In 1968-1969, grades 10 ,11, and 12 students all went to Elba City Schools. William F. Patton, Jr. 
was principal when the school was closed in 1970 due to integration and all students went to 
Elba City Schools that fall. 


Mulberry Heights School was listed in the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Buildings on Dec. 1, 2016. 


Marker erected by in 2018. 


You are invited 
to the Unveiling of an Alabama Historical Marker 
for the old Mulberry Heights School 
on Saturday, October 19, 2019 
at 11:00 o'clock A.M. 


Elba AL200 Bicentennial Committee 
and 
Elba Zion Christian Community Center , Inc. 


Mulberry Heights School ‘Never to be Forgotten’ — 


740 Adams Street, Elba, Alabama 
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Lift Every Voice and Sing 


Lift every voice and sing, 

‘Til earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the listening skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on 'til victory is won. 


‘ytony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chast'ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 

‘Til now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 


God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who has by Thy might 

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
“* adowed beneath Thy hand, 
\ay we forever stand, 

True to our God, 

True to our native land. 


Words by James Weldon Johnson ¢ Music by J. Rosamond Johnson 


Battle Hymn of The Republic 


Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord: 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword: 

His truth is marching on. 


(Chorus) 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 


Ihave seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps, 
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 
Ican read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps: 
His day is marching on. 


(Chorus) 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
His day is marching on. 


Ihave read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel: 

"As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal; 
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel, 
Since God is marching on." 


(Chorus) 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Since God is marching on. 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat: 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 


(Chorus) 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Since God is marching on. 


Unveiling of Historic marker for old equalization school 


Subject: Unveiling of Historic marker for old equalization school 
From: Nell Gilmer <nellgilmmer@troycable.net> 
\/ Date: 10/21/2019, 10:03 PM 
To: hannah Garmon <hannahj.garmon@preserveala.org>, "triclam@scosche.com" 
<triciam@scosche.com>, conniegrund@aol.com, Bobby Joe Seales <bjseales@bellsouth.net> 


Last Saturday we had an unveiling ceremony for a historic marker for an old equalization 
school, Mulberry Heights, in Elba, AL. 


We had a large group attending in spite of the rainy day. I am attaching the program and 
a photo of the marker. The last graduating class was in 1968 and several of those graduates 
attended the ceremony. 

There will be photos and info about the unveiling in the local newspaper on Thursday. 


There is an interest in trying to restore the old school buildings to be used for 
community activities,-etc. 


It was a nostalgic gathering for all those who attended Mulberry school. Refreshments 
were provided (Subway party foods) and ‘guests lingered and had fun visiting and talking about 
their old school. 


I thought it was exciting that so many in the community came together to clean the 
buildings, the 10 acres surrounding the buildings, and helped clean the old gym in order for 
us to meet there. Attendance 

was close to 18@ people. Many were in town for the Elba High School homecoming on Friday. 
This was our fifth and last Alabama 20@ Bicentennial project. 


Sa I am Historic Preservation Chairman for my DAR Chapter, John Coffee. These projects are 
historic and something I've worked on for a long time. 


Nell Gilmer, Elba's Bicentennial Committee Chair 


-— marker mulberry.jpg 
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Serving the Wiregrass since 1898 


ENTERPRISE 


—— 


BY JOSH BOUTWELL 
jboutwell@eprisenow.com 
The Alabama Historical 

Commission had added two 

Elba location to the Alabama 

Register of Landmarks and 
. Heritage as of Dec. 1, 2016. 

According to a news release, . 
the old Coffee County Jail 

and Mulberry Heights'Sehool 

in Elba will now officially be 
~ knownas historic sites on the 
Alabama Register of Landmarks 
and Heritage. 

With the addition of the 
Coffee County Jail and 
Mulberry Heights School, 
Coffee County now has eight 
sites listed on the Alabama 
Register. 

“When the news came of the 
declarations from the Alabama 
Department of Archives and 
History we were thrilled,” 

Elba Chamber of Commerce 
President Sandy Bynum said. 
“The preservation of our 
history and positive use of 


The old Mulberry Heights School in Elba has also been added to the 


‘SUBMITTED PHOTO. 


Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 


spaces helps breathe new life 
into our local institutions.” 

Mulberry Heights School 
was cited as being listed for its 
association with education and 
ethnic heritage. 

The old school was originally 
constructed in the 1950s with 
the addition of a gym and other 
classrooms in 1966. 

The school was built to 
accommodate African 
American students during 
segregation. 

The site was the location 
originally of the first African 
American school called 


A = —— 


Rosenwald School in Elba built 
by Mulberry Baptist Association 
in 1927. 

The Rosenwald School was 
burned and later the Elba 
Colored School was built in its 
place before being replaced by 
Mulberry Heights School. 

The school was closed after 
segregation when all students 
were put together at Elba City 
Schools. 

Elba Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church purchased the structure 
of the old school and plans to 
restore the property as anew 
community center. 


JOSH BOUTWELL/THE LEDGER 
The old Coffee County Jail in 

Elba has now been added to the 
Alabama Register of Landmarks 
and Heritage. 


The old Coffee County Jail in 
Elba was cited as being listed 
for its architecture and heritage. 

The jail was constructed 
originally in 1912 using bricks 
baked in a kiln on the banks of 
the Pea River. 

The original construction 
had separate cells built for 
‘men, women, white, African 


- American and the insane. 


- See ELBA, Page 2A 


El The old jail has been 
a vacant ever since but has 
been the site of haunted 
From Page lA * house tours, ghost hunts 
and various other local 
The jail was built ontoin events, including a movie 
the 1950s and was used all night during Halloween 
the way up until the 1990 —_ last year. 
flood when it was officially The City of Elba plans 
closed for good and the to restore the old jail as ° 
new Coffee CountyJailin a local county history 
_|New Brockton took over. museum. 


‘ 


